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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies of the 
listed documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2) are enclosed for the convenience of the 
Examiner. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed to be 
an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, prior art or material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 
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The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of a first 
;ial Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is believed to be timely filed 



in ^cordance with 37 C.F.R § 1.97(b). No fees are believed to be due in connection with the 



filitoe of this Information Disclosure Statement. However, should any additional fees under 37 
.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be required for any reason relating to the enclosed materials, the 
Commissioner is authorized to deduct said fees from Deposit Account No. 01- 
2508/1 0807.0098.NPUS00/LWT. 

With reference to the Japanese reference, number CI, an English translation of this 
reference is not available to the Applicant at this time. As such, because of the significant 
expense in obtaining a full translation, only a copy of the original document is being filed 
herewith for reference number C 1 . However, should the Examiner believe that a full translation 
would be necessary, Applicant will gladly provide a full translation at the Examiner's request. In 
compliance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.98(3),(i), a concise statement is provided of the relevance of the 
Japanese reference, number CI, listed on the PTO Form 1449 that are not in the English 
language. As it is presently understood by the undersigned Attorney, the Japanese reference, 
number CI, discloses a method of reducing noise in a food waste disposer by covering the drain 
opening during operation. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be considered and made of 
record in the present case, and that the Examiner initial the spaces on the accompanying Form 
PTO- 1449 to evidence the same. 




Respectfully submitted, 




Terril G. Lewis 



Howrey Simon Arnold & White, LLP 
750 Bering Drive 
Houston, TX 77057-2198 
(713) 787-1400 



Reg. No. 46,065 
Attorney for Assignee 



EMERSON ELECTRIC COMPANY 
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